Introduction to AP Biology – Mr. Richardson

Textbook: 
Asking About Life, 3rd edition by Tobin & Dusheck


AP Biology Lab Manual for Students by College Board



Student Lab Notebook
Materials you need:

· A 3-ring notebook in which to place assignment sheets, notes on readings, notes taken in class, homework, lab handouts, graded papers, and other teacher handouts.

This class meets during A and F periods, with study hall being G period. Expect to use some of G period about once a week. Mrs. Adams and I will each have a study hall in out rooms. You can choose which room to go to each day. Mrs. Adams study hall is for silent study. Mr. Richardson’s study hall allows students to collaborate while studying. This does not mean it is a social time. You will be allowed to leave the room during this study hall to attend to other work only if you have a pass in your planner. 
Description of Course: AP Biology provides an in-depth exploration of Biology topics. These topics include molecules and cells, heredity and evolution, and organisms and populations. It will require a great deal of work outside of the classroom for you to succeed. You will not succeed in this in this class unless you do more than just the minimum requirements. Push yourself. This is an AP course so if you miss something you must work to make sure you understand it, even if we are not going to have another test over the material. 
Homework: There will be some homework assigned almost every night. Reading will be assessed in class regularly with short quizzes and individual assessments. Homework is not assigned during vacation periods (Thanksgiving, Holiday break, Winter break, Spring break) or on designated no homework nights. You will be given an assignment sheet for each chapter and you can check your assignments by going to my website (niblik.com/APBio) and you are expected to be aware of any assignments posted there. A PowerPoint of each chapter will be posted there for some length of time. If you need to contact me, email me (school: richards@thewalkerschool.org ; home: niblik2000@gmail.com) or call me (home: 678 355-1815 or cell: 678 234-5749).
Required Behavior: When the bell rings to start class, you are already seated, with text and notebook open, pen or pencil ready. Do not ever lean back in your chairs. Do not write on or scratch the desks. Do not ever move the desks or chairs unless asked to by me.
Attendance and Make-up Work: Come to school every day that you possibly can. Even the most conscientious make-up effort cannot duplicate the direct classroom experience. If your absence occurs or begins on a test day, you will take the test on the day you return to school. If you are absent for one day on the day before a test, you will take the test with the rest of the class. If you miss a test because you are tardy to school, you must take the exam at 3:00 PM that day. If you check out of school early, you see Mr. Richardson before you leave to arrange a time to take the test. Failure to comply may lead to a grade of ZERO on that test.

Extra Help: In AP Biology almost everyone needs extra help at some time. Get that help as soon as you feel things slipping from your grasp. Don’t wait. You will be the first to know when you need help. You need no invitation, just stop by. Use the study hall period if you need extra help or see me after school. You may also wish to purchase an AP review guide. I have looked at many of them and advise you to get the Cliff’s AP Biology review book. 
Grading:

· Tests are given at the end of just about every section as designated on the syllabus. They have a value of 100-200 points. They may be multiple choice, free response, or a combination of the two. You may sometimes have a take-home free response question for fewer points. You will usually have two hours, including study hall, to complete a test.
· Quizzes typically have a value of 25 to 50 points. We will have regular vocabulary quizzes the first several weeks of the first quarter. You will have daily quizzes over assigned reading. There will also be pre-lab quizzes before each lab.

· Lab reports are due the Monday after the lab work is completed and usually have a value of 100 points. You will turn in the yellow copy pages for grading and keep the blue originals. Your college may want to see these labs before giving you full credit for the course, so keep these.
· You will have a 200 point project each semester. You will receive more information on this later in the quarter.
· Homework questions are checked before tests and typically have a value of 10 points each. You are required to take notes on all assigned reading. These notes may be used on reading quizzes.
· Almost every day several students will be called on to answer questions about the readings. You will receive a grade for your answer based upon the teachers’ evaluation. These scores will be out of 10 points. You get one opportunity to pass on a question each quarter.
At the end of each marking period, the number of points you have earned is converted to a percentage of the total awarded to determine your average. This average may be adjusted upward to reflect the difficulty of a particular marking period and the quality of your total performance as a student. Some days, classroom instruction will consist of questions asked to students. Preparation is essential for these unannounced exercises.
I look forward to working with you and wish you a good year in AP Biology and all of your other subjects.

Specific Rules for AP Biology
1) Be on time for class. This means you are to be in your seat when the bell rings and ready for class. 

2) Be prepared for class every day. This means you need a pencil or pen, your text, and your notebook.

3) Do not walk around the room unless the situation indicates that it’s appropriate to do so.

4) You need to be in dress code at all times. 

5) You are expected to be an active participant in class. To do so you must be awake and alert. Absolutely no naps and no heads on desks. Never work on materials from other classes while I am talking.
6) When you come into class you are place your telephone, in the off position, on your desk. If you are found to have a telephone in your possession that is not on your desk, it will be treated as a violation of the Honor Code.

7) When the bell rings at the end of class, remain seated until I dismiss you. I will try to end class promptly.

8) Never expect any credit for late or forgotten homework.

9) Never expect full credit for late work. “On time” is much better than “late” and I will distinguish between them. We generally discuss work immediately after it is due, so late work is of limited value.

10) Always expect a make-up test to be different from the one given in class on test day.

11) Always expect to take the make-up test the day you return to school following a test day absence unless you have been absent for more than one day.

12) I keep my classroom as cool as possible. If you tend to get cold, bring a sweater.

13) Unless otherwise announced, please note that all work you turn in must be yours alone under the Walker Honor Code. Be very careful when completing labs and outside of class essays. Please do not give me reasons to questions your honesty.
“It is dishonorable for any Walker student to lie, cheat, or steal, or for a member of the Walker community to tolerate such behavior on the part of a Walker student.”

I look forward to working with you. Please know that I will gladly support your good efforts. I wish you a successful year of learning and personal growth. 
