Introduction to Honors Chemistry – Mr. Richardson

Textbook: Chemistry: Connections to Our Changing World
Materials you need:

· A 3-ring notebook in which to place assignment sheets, notes on readings, notes taken in class, homework, lab handouts, graded papers, and other teacher handouts.

· A Casio fx-115ES non-programmable scientific calculator. 
· A French curve set.
· Lab notebook
Description of Course: Chemistry provides an introduction to the behaviors and interactions of matter and mental models that have been developed to explain them. Because mathematics is used regularly, Chemistry will probably be your first quantitative science course.

Homework: There will be some homework almost every night because it is impossible to accomplish all that we must during class time. Homework will be checked daily. Homework is not assigned during vacation periods (Thanksgiving, Holiday break, Winter break, Spring break and on No Homework nights). Follow your assignment sheets. They are given out and in class and copies are available on my website: niblik.com.
Required Behavior: When the bell rings to start class, you are already seated, with your homework out and pen or pencil ready. If you are late, expect to serve detention the following afternoon.
Attendance and Make-up Work:  Come to school every day that you possibly can. Even the most conscientious make-up effort cannot duplicate the direct classroom experience. If your absence occurs or begins on a test day, you will take the test on the day you return to school. If you are absent for one day on the day before a test, you will take the test with the rest of the class. If you miss a test because you are tardy to school, you must take the exam at 3:00 PM that day. If you check out of school early, you see Mr. Richardson before you leave to arrange a time to take the test. Failure to comply may lead to a grade of ZERO on that test.

Extra Help: In Chemistry, almost everyone needs extra help at some time. Get that help as soon as you feel things slipping from your grasp. Don’t wait. You will be the first to know when you need help. You need no invitation, just stop by.  Also, don’t wait until the day before the test to begin seeking help. 

Grading:

· Tests are given at the end of just about every chapter. They have a value of 60 to 100 points.

· Quizzes are usually announced in advanced and typically have a value of 25 to 50 points.

· Lab reports are due the day after the lab work is completed and have a value of 50 to 100 points.

· Homework assignments are checked daily and typically have a value of 5 to 10 points. You are required to take notes on all assigned reading. These notes may be checked at any time as homework.
At the end of each marking period, the number of points you have earned is converted to a percentage of the total awarded to determine your average. This average may be adjusted upward to reflect the difficulty of a particular marking period and the quality of your total performance as a student.

Specific Rules for Honors Chemistry
1) Be on time for class. This means you are to be in your seat when the bell rings and ready for class. If you are late you must have a valid pass signed by a teacher or administrator. Failure to comply will result in a detention (unless otherwise arranged, all detentions are from 3:05 to 3:30 the day following their assignment.)

2) Be prepared for class every day. This means you need a pencil or pen, your text, your notebook with paper and your homework. You should also bring your calculator everyday.
3) Do not walk around the room unless the situation indicates that it’s appropriate to do so.

4) You need to be in dress code at all times. Know the code. If you can’t fix the problem, you will be sent to the Dean of Students. 
5) You are expected to be an active participant in class. To do so you must be awake and alert. Absolutely no naps and no heads on desks. Never work on materials from other classes while I am talking.
6) When you come into class you are place your telephone, in the off position, on your desk. If you are found to have a telephone in your possession that is not on your desk, you will be sent to the Honor Council.

7) No I-pods should be seen or heard when class is in session. If there is time to work on homework at the end of class you may use your I-pod, but keep the volume low. I-pods are not to be shared.
8) No gum, food or drink is allowed in class. You may have water in a resealable container.
9) When the bell rings at the end of class, remain seated until I dismiss you. I will try to end class promptly.

10) Never expect any credit for late or forgotten homework.

11) Never expect full credit for late work. “On time” is much better than “late” and I will distinguish between them. We generally discuss work immediately after it is due, so late work is of limited value.

12) Always expect a make-up test to be different from the one given in class on test day.

13) Always expect to take the make-up test the day you return to school following a test day absence unless you have been absent for more than one day.
14) In my room or the lab, please do not to enter any drawer, cabinet or closet, or handle any equipment on the counter tops without the expressed permission of a teacher.  Please treat any plants or animals in the room with care.  
15) I keep my classroom as cool as possible. If you tend to get cold, bring a sweater.

Unless otherwise announced, please note that work you turn in must be yours alone under the Walker Honor Code.

“It is dishonorable for any Walker student to lie, cheat, or steal, or for a member of the Walker community to tolerate such behavior on the part of a Walker student.”

